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SUBJECT: VISIT OF SURINAM DEFENSE MINISTER TO WASHINGTON 

1 . SURINAM ACTING DEFENSE MINISTER EDDY HOOST HAS 
INFORMED AMBASSADOR THAT HE INTENDS TO VISIT WASHINGTON 
IN SEPTEMBER FOR PURPOSE OF CONTACT WITH INTER-AMERICAN 
DEFENSE BOARD (IADB) IN CONNECTION WITH PROPOSED 
SURINAM PARTICIPATION IN IADB. HOOST SAID THAT HE 
WOULD BE ACCOMPANIED BY COL. YNGW ELSTAK, COMMANDER 
OF SURINAM ARMED FORCES. 

2. IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT HOOST IS NOT ACTUALLY "MINISTER OF 
DEFENSE" SINCE THERE IS OFFICIALLY NO DEFENSE 

MINISTRY IN SURINAM AS YET. UPON INDEPENDENCE, 

RESPONSIBILITY FOR DEFENSE MATTERS WAS ADDED TO HOOST’S 
PRIMARY DUTIES AS MINISTER OF JUSTICE AND POLICE. A 
NUCLEUS OF A DEFENSE MINISTRY STAFF HAS BEEN SET UP, 

AND IT MAY BE ANTICIPATED THAT A REGULAR MINISTER OF 
DEFENSE WILL BE APPOINTED AFTER THE GENERAL ELECTIONS 
SCHEDULED FOR THIS FALL. HOOST IS A MEMBER OF THE 
NATIONALISTIC REPUBLICAN PARTY (PNR), THE RELATIVELY 
LEFTIST JUNIOR PARTNER IN THE GOVERNMENT COALITION 
UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF MINISTER OF ECONOMIC AFFAIRS 
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EDDY BRUMA. HOOST HIMSELF, HOWEVER, IS CONSIDERED 
CLOSE TO PRIME MINISTER ARRON IN POLITICAL OUTLOOK 
AND HAS BEEN FRIENDLY AND COOPERATIVE WITH THE U.S. 

HE IS A LAWYER BY PROFESSION AND IS KNOWN FOR HIS 
EXPERT KNOWLEDGE OF SURINAM HISTORY. 

3. WHILE HOOST'S PRIMARY PURPOSE MAY BE MEMBERSHIP IN 
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IADB, THIS EMBASSY BELIEVES THAT HIS VISIT TO WASHINGTON 
DESERVES AND SHOULD BE LOOKED UPON AS AN OPPORTUNITY 
FOR ATTENTION BY DEPARTMENTS OF DEFENSE AND STATE. 

IT WOULD BE USEFUL FOR U.S. INTERESTS FOR HIM TO BE 
RECEIVED AND PERHAPS HOSTED AT LUNCH BY THE DEPUTY SECRETARY 
OF DEFENSE. WE ALSO RECOMMEND THAT HE BE INVITED TO THE 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE FOR A BRIEFING ON U.S. POLICY TOWARDS 
THE CARIBBEAN AND CENTRAL AND SOUTH AMERICA WITH JOINT 
PARTICIPATION BY ARA AND PM. IT WOULD ALSO BE USEFUL 
FOR COL. ELSTAK TO BE RECEIVED BY THE CHIEF OF STAFF 
USA, OR OTHER APPROPRIATE MILITARY OFFICER. 

4. IN EMBASSY'S VIEW, ATTITUDE TOWARDS THIS VISIT 
SHOULD BE ONE OF COURTESY, INTEREST AND BROAD EXPOSITION 
OF U.S. POLICIES. U.S. POLICY DOES NOT CALL FOR 

MILITARY INVOLVEMENT WITH SURINAM OR MILITARY ASSIST- 
ANCE BEYOND MINOR HELP IN OBTAINING SMALL ARMS AND 
SIMILAR ITEMS ON COMMERCIAL TERMS. THOUGH SMALL AND 
LACKING INFLUENCE, SURINAM IS A FREE COUNTRY WITH A 
DEMOCRATIC SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT AND A STRONG RECORD 
OF SUPPORT FOR THE SAME FUNDAMENTAL VALUES AS 
THE U.S., AND PROPER TREATMENT OF ONE OF ITS CABINET 
MEMBERS WILL PAY DIVIDENDS. 

5. EMBASSY HAS ASKED FOR AND WILL REPORT AS SOON AS 
RECEIVED DETAILS ON TIME AND TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS FOR 
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HOOST TRIP TO WASHINGTON. 

ZURHELLEN 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: VISITS, MILITARY PLANS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 07-Jul-1 977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977PARAMA00610 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770241-0922 

Format: TEL 

From: PARAMARIBO 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770782/aaaacttl.tel 

Line Count: 96 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: ef5aa66f-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION ARA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 25-Mar-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1937453 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: VISIT OF SURINAM DEFENSE MINISTER TO WASHINGTON 
TAGS: MPOL, PN, US, IADB, (HOOST, EDDY) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/ef5aa66f-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



